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Motto:

‘Animals are not affected by how we feel but by what we do.’

John Webster, Animal Welfare – A Cool Eye Towards Eden.

A word from the President

The year 2002 was very demanding for our organisation but also successful one. It was a year full of changes and from a long-term perspective it was break through year. Nadace entered a new phase of its development which you can read about in the report. I will just mention a few fundamental changes.

At the beginning of the year there were changes in the staff and by the end of the year we had a completely new team and towards the end of 2002 Nadace managed to move into bigger premises. By now the team has found its bearings and gelled together. Our accounts for the last year look good and we have big plans for the future and hopefully additional staff to cope with it.

At the end of my short message I would like to share with you my deep satisfaction when I see how more and more people are becoming interested in our activities and more kind people are trying to help us in one way or another in our endeavours. Even though the nature of our work can be stressful and emotionally draining, I trust that some progress in animal welfare is being made, even though it can be a slow process.

Thank you very much to all who support us.

Marcela Lund

Who we are

Nadace na ochranu zvířat was founded in 1994 as a response to the pressing need to establish an animal welfare organisation on a professional basis. The founders were Mrs Marcela Lund, the Czech Agricultural University in Prague, Mendel Agricultural and Forestry University in Brno and Veterinary and Pharmaceutical University in Brno. Right from its beginnings Nadace worked to improve animal welfare, concentrating on education and disseminating information. 

Since 1994 Nadace has been a member society of WSPA – World Society for the Protection of Animals. WSPA has 445 member organisations in 109 countries and is an advisory body to the United Nations and observer in the Council of Europe. Since 1996 Nadace has been a  member society of RSPCA – Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. RSPCA is one of the oldest and largest animal organisations in the world. Nadace is also participating at the Plenary Sessions of Eurogroup for Animal Welfare in Brussels. Eurogroup comprises of the representative animal welfare organisations of the member states of the EU and works with EU institutions on a legislative level. In view of the accession of the Czech Republic to the EU, Nadace has applied to become an observer organisation of Eurogroup. 

In February 2002 Nadace also became a member of the Czech association of foundations and in this way is bound to uphold ethical code of foundations. 

Our aims 

We believe that animals are sentient beings and as such deserve care and protection. We are not indifferent to the cruelty inflicted to animals, to the fate of millions of factory-farmed animals, to the fact that many species are being made extinct, mostly due to the destruction of their natural habitat. Therefore our effort is directed towards constant improvement of the relationship man-animal-environment, towards the improvement of animal welfare of animals kept by man as well as animals living in the wild. 

Our objectives are based on the well known saying ‘Get to know and protect’ and therefore education and information provided to the general public as well as professionals is a very important part of our work. Apart from our own initiatives we support projects that are in harmony with our aims and policies. We actively co-operate with organisations engaged in animal welfare as well as institutions in the sphere of direct or indirect animal protection. 

Grants and public appeal

NIF

Nadace, as the only Czech animal welfare organisation, was successful in applying for a grant to Foundations’ Investment Fund and on the basis of Agreement with the Fund of National Property secured in 2002 a sum of 10 908 000 Kč. 85% of this amount (9 272 000) was invested as Nadace’s assets and the remaining 15% (1 636 000) will be utilised for the realisation of grant programmes. In the future grant programmes can be financed only from the interest received from Nadace’s assets. Here at least 80% is designated for the support of projects of third parties and at the most 20% can be used for the running of Nadace or for increasing its assets.

This success also means an increased workload and responsibilities. At the same time the prestigious position of Nadace was increased and we will try to our best abilities to use the finances and trust given to us as best as we can for the benefit of the whole sphere of animal welfare.

We have already announced our first grant programme ‘Humane education’, directed at the Elementary schools (6-15 years). 

Grant received from NIF - structure

	Grant from NIF
	10 908 000      Kč

	15% for grant projects
	  1 636 000      Kč

	85% for increase of assets
	  9 272 000      Kč

	
	

	Interest received from CS a.s.
	       32 700.33 Kč

	Interest received from CSOB a.s.
	     124 464.66 Kč

	Total income
	     157 164.99 Kč


Grants dispensed 

Grants dispensed in 2002 were in line with Nadace’s aims and policies. Grants supported educational programmes in animal welfare, neutering programmes as the only humane approach to the regulation of stray animals as well as animal shelters and wild life stations.

Grants dispensed

	KSEV Giant Mountains 
	Printing of ‘Animals in Mind’
	100 000 Kč

	Zelený kruh o.s.
	Ecoline
	100 000 Kč

	IRIS o.p.s.
	Educational Programmes
	  85 000 Kč

	Svoboda zvirat Plzen
	Report on laboratory animals
	  50 000 Kč

	ZO CSOP Jinonice 
	Conference ‘We share the world’
	  50 000 Kč

	ZO CSOP Jinonice 
	Construction of a run for animals
	  20 000 Kč

	Animal Shelter Francis of Assisi
	Sterilisation for stray cats
	  18 665 Kč

	Shelters Azyl for dogs and cats
	Food 
	  14 239 Kč


Flood appeal

Devastating floods hit most of the Czech Republic in August 2002. It was a very difficult time, communications were cut off and we tried to help as best as we could and where we could. We issued repeated statements to the media to the owners of animals advising them how to cope in emergency situations. We also issued a Flood appeal to provide help to animal shelters and wild life stations in the aftermath of the flooding.

Altogether we have provided financial support of 366 750 Kč to 3 animal shelters and 5 wild life stations. Almost two thirds of this amount was very kindly donated by RSPCA, UK to help in this emergency situation, the rest was provided by the generosity of the Czech public.

The flood appeal has ended but we have decided to set up an Emergency appeal which will be there as a reserve to help in similar crisis situations in the future. The Prague Magistrate agreed it on 1.5.2003.

Amounts dispensed from the flood appeal

	Shelters
	

	Azyl for stray animals Prague
	100 000,- Kč

	Dog’s Home Repnice
	120 000,- Kč

	LOZ Plzen
	  31 750,- Kč

	Wild Life Stations
	

	Sulimo, Hluboká n/V
	  52 000,- Kč

	Ecological society Plzen
	  28 000,- Kč

	ZO CSOP Spálené Poříčí
	  20 000,- Kč

	ZO CSOP Makov
	  10 000,- Kč

	ZO CSOP Poděbrady
	    5 000,- Kč

	Total 
	366 750,- Kč


Main activities of Nadace na ochranu zvířat

Education

The most important objective of Nadace is education in animal welfare. The educational activities can have many varied forms and various groups can be targeted.

In 2002 we aimed to improve our basic information and education tools such as telephone, postal and e-mail services and our web pages. On average we have dealt with 15-20 enquiries daily not only from the Czech Republic but also from abroad. We have always tried to help by providing advice or the necessary information. In cases where reported cruelty to animals was not dealt with, we helped with active support and help. 

In the second half of the year we started to re-work our web pages. Our aim was to make them better structured with informative character with a wide scope. Our new web pages have been launched and we continuously work to improve their quality. Our web pages can be accessed on www.ochranazvirat.cz
Apart from providing the daily advisory and information service, Nadace organised several educational activities in 2002 and was actively involved in others.

The most important one was the presentation of Nadace na ochranu zvírat at the agricultural Pragaagro exhibition 17.10. -20.10.2002. Thanks to the support and co-operation of our foreign partner organisations – RSPCA, and Eurogroup for Animal Welfare – we presented our activities in the sphere of farm animal welfare. The programme included a lecture for the students from agricultural colleges and universities. The theme was ‘Welfare and the protection of agricultural animals’ and was executed in co-operation with the Central Commission for Animal Welfare, Research Institute of animal production and WSPA. During the exhibition a press conference also took place. Nadace published and presented at the exhibition several educational and information materials dealing with problems in intensive farming as well as showing alternatives. The interest of the students, farming community and the public was great.

Another important event of last year was an International Animal Welfare Conference (ICAWC) which is organised annually in different countries by NCDL (National Canine Defence League, UK) and NSAL (North Shore Animal League, USA). The conference took place in Prague 13. – 15.11.2002. Nadace helped primarily with the preparation of contributions provided by pupils from three selected Prague Secondary Schools. The theme for their presentations was responsible pet ownership. Thanks to this project the pupils from Prague had a chance of successful presentation at the important animal welfare event.

As a part of an ongoing humane education programme Nadace organised a seminar for 20 teachers in co-operation and with the financial help from RSPCA. It was a follow up on the Humane Education Seminar held in Hradec Králové in 1999 and was meant to serve as a feedback of how successful the teachers are in applying the methods gained at the Humane Education Seminar. The feedback is being used for the preparation of a Grant financed Humane Education Programme for teachers.

Petitions can be also regarded as an educational and informing activity involving general public. One of the recent petitions was against inhumane treatment of dogs and cats in the South Korea. We presented the petition to the Korean Embassy in Prague with 13 262 signatures. Even though the handing of the petition was filmed and shown on Czech TV, there was no response. Nevertheless we believe that the pressure from the public is necessary to facilitate changes and therefore last year we organised another two petitions to support WSPA’ endeavours. One was against the cruel treatment of bears in Japanese parks and the other was to help to end experiments on chimpanzees in Holland. Both petitions were greatly supported by the public and we will give our public furher information.

Literature published in 2002

	Tips for the travellers
- flyer                         5000 pcs

	Time for change – brochure                           500 pcs

	Farm animal welfare                                     3000 pcs

	Freedom Food – brochure – showing

	way for better welfare of farm animals         2000 pcs

	Farm animals information leaflets                2500 pcs


Legislation

We are aware of the importance of a modern legislation which can be implemented and we try to contribute to the formulation of such legislative norms, which would guarantee better welfare and protection for animals. 

Last year we were involved in commenting on the amendment of the Animal Protection Act 246/1992. The main reason for the amendment is the harmonisation of Czech legislation with the EU law. We do not want Czech legislation to be just a copy of EU legislation, but we want to use this opportunity to improve regulations for animal welfare and their better implementation in practice. Some of our comments were accepted; some are being discussed in the Parliament. 

Recently the media presented many cases with dogs attacking humans. This divides the public into two opposing parties with different opinions, but this does not help to solve the problem. Some local authorities are trying to solve this situation by issuing special Bye Laws and Notices which are not always successful. Nadace na ochranu zvířat and the Magistrate of the City of Prague have been working together last year on a proposal for a Bye Law which should regulate the movements of dogs in public places. Nadace suggested inclusion of other relevant government as well as non-governmental organisations to contribute with their proposals and we trust that the result will be a good regulatory piece of legislation, which can be implemented in practice. 

Co-operation with the media

The problems of animal welfare is a serious issue and often public as well as media have different, uninformed views. Therefore it is our aim to use the media to portray true and informed picture about the life of animals, their needs and their suffering. We issue regular press releases. We do not always succeed to present the issue as we would have wished – in any case they can be viewed on our website.

We have a longstanding, excellent co-operation with the Czech TV and its creative team of the programme ‘Do you want me?’ We have contributed with several themes and video documentation, e.g. the problem of cruel treatment of dogs and cats in South Korea or problems of the welfare of racing greyhounds in Spain. Promising was also co-operation with the TV Prima, programme called Darlings.  Here we have presented three themes on farm animal welfare (battery cages, sow stalls, organic, extensive farming). Response from the public was very positive. Unfortunately the Programme does not exist any more. Last year we have also started to work with Czech radio 2.

The press contacted us regularly during the year with queries, requests for our opinion or to give them information on different problems which reached public domain. We have always tried to provide them with answers and to nurture further co-operation. 

The staff

Executive Council

Mrs Marcela Lund – President and the Chairman of the Executive Council

Prof. MVDr. Drahoslav Pravda, CSc. (Resigned on 31.5.2002 for health reasons)

Doc. MVDr. Vladimír Večerek, CSc.

Doc. Ing. Ivan Majzlík, CSc.

Honorary members – the singer Mrs. Marta Kubišová




script editor of TV programme ‘Do you want me?’ Mr Jiří Sebánek

Supervisory Council

JUDr. Irena Perlíková

Mr Petr Kysučan

Mrs Ludmila Svatková

Office staff

Ing. Romana Sonková – deputy director (from March 2003 director)

Mgr. Pavla Dorničová – zoologist

Ing. Edita Pavlasová – economist

Ing. Zuzana Frohlichová – office manager (30 June - maternity leave)

MVDr. Ilona Kucharczyková – PR manager

Mrs Olga Carrington – UK representative

Contacts

Nadace na ochranu zvířat

Antala Staška 30

140 00 Praha 4

tel. +420 222 135 460

fax +420 222 135 461

e-mail: nadace@ochranazvirat.cz
www.ochranazvirat.cz
Bank account: 576843633/0300 

                          576843713/ 300 – emergency fund

Special thanks

Special thanks go to CORE Computer s.r.o., out biggest supporter. Without this generous financial support Nadace could not exist. Special thanks also to Mrs Marta Kubišová for her kind help and co-operation.

Out big thanks also go to our foreign partners – RSPCA, WSPA, Eurogroup for Animal Welfare, NCDL, Peta. Thanks to their grants and the co-operation and help of their staff we were able to carry out our projects.

Thank you also to MVDr. Jiří Jahoda, who donated the income from his auction of animal portraits. The auction took place at the inauguration of his veterinary clinic in Zlín 12.10.2002. 

Our thanks also to Mr Vladimír Resl and the company ZEMSTAV – Navrátil s.r.o., Ing. Eva Vrtělková, MUDr. Margit Jahodová, Ing. Hana Čermáková – employees of Čechofracht, a.s., JUDR. Eva Kuchtová and Mrs Olga Stibitzová.

We also thank Grafotechna print s.r.o. for the co-operation with publishing, namely Mr Ing. Miroslav Bauš and the graphic studio CPS Digital Group, s.r.o. – Mr Ivo Hájíček and Mr. Ing. Jiří Žídek. 

Our voluntary workers also deserve a big thank you. Mr and Mrs Lichtenstein help us with translations, graphic designer Mr Petr Sulc who helps with his ideas to give Nadace a new image. Thanks also go to our professional, regular advisors, mostly to MVDr. Jiří Dousek, Ing. Helena Dlabalová, Ing. Ivona Svobodová, RNDr. Marek Spinka and Ing. Josef Duben and last but not least to the whole creative team of the CT 1 TV programme ‘Do you want me?’

We appreciate very much all the help given to our flood appeal. It helped to reconstruct damaged shelters and wild life stations and to feed animals that were homeless and abandoned as a result of the floods. A big thank you to all who contributed. 

Our warm thanks go also to all our 803 registered donors. Their regular help enables us to continue in our work. We appreciate their caring attitude, feedback, initiative and information and that in turn helps us to stay in touch with the real needs of animals. Their letters of thank you and appreciation give us the determination to continue to fight battles on behalf of animals.

Here is such an extract by Radek Bělský, who ends his letter:

‘…….and so I turned with hope and trust to your Nadace. Thank you very much for the information provided and I wish you all the courage and success in your work. You have my sympathy, respect and admiration…..’

