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Quotation:

´The question is not whether animals can think or speak, but whether they can suffer. ´

Jeremy Bentham

President’s Report

Welcome to Annual Report 2003 of Nadace na ochranu zvířat!

During this year most of Czech society was busy preparing to enter the European Union. 

What it will mean for us to return to being partners with ´western civilisation´, only time will tell. 

However, one thing is already certain - together with us, our animals are also entering the EU where the concept of animal protection and welfare is well known throughout the whole of Europe. However the details of these concepts is not clear yet. We in Nadace na ochranu zvířat and all our supporters and animals sincerely hope that respect and responsible care for living, sentient beings will not remain just a political weapon in the economic struggle between  continents or state coalitions. If this were to be the case,  animals would remain as just helpless pawns on the cruel global chessboard.

Being aware of this risk we have participated at the complicated preparatory procedure for the integration of the Czech Republic into the EU in the legislative and institutional spheres. On the whole our endeavours have met with positive responses. 

During this year we have continued to concentrate our efforts on education and awareness in the field of animal welfare as well as providing help and support to animals where needed. We are delighted that the public are increasingly turning to us and that there is greater public awareness of animal welfare. The number of our registered donors is steadily increasing as is the number of our collaborators. We have been approached by international organisations to become members of their coalitions. We decided to further develop our organisation with the aim of consistently covering all animal protection and welfare issues. That also required more staff and technical support. In March the Executive Council agreed to pass my directorship to my present deputy Romana Sonkova, thus dividing my leading roles of  President and Director between two people. This enabled us to increase the flexibility and effectiveness of Nadace´s team. Halfway through the year we recruited two new employees, rented another office and completely renewed our IT system network. All this would be impossible without the financial, material and professional help of our supporters and our sincere thanks go to all of them. Special appreciation goes to those who in the charity unfriendly environment still extend their help to animals in their legacies. 

I hope that you will find our Annual Report interesting and again big thank you to all those who supported us in 2003.

Marcela Lund (signature)

Who we are

Nadace na ochranu zvířat was founded in 1994 as a response to the pressing need to establish an animal protection organisation on a professional basis. The founders were Mrs Marcela Lund, the Czech Agricultural University in Prague, Mendel Agricultural and Forestry University in Brno and Veterinary and Pharmaceutical University in Brno. Immediately from the start Nadace worked to advocate animal rights and to improve animal welfare but concentrated especially on education and providing information. 

Our mission

We believe that animals are sentient beings and as such deserve care and protection. Therefore we oppose any cruelty inflicted to animals. Our effort is directed towards constant improvement of the relationship man-animal-environment, minimising the suffering of animals and helping to create better animal welfare both for animals cared for by man and in the wild.

Our mission is based on the well known saying ‘Get to know and protect’ and therefore education and information provided to the general public as well as professionals is a very important part of our work. Apart from our own initiatives we support projects that are in harmony with our aims and policies. We actively co-operate with organisations and institutions engaged directly or indirectly in animal welfare.  

Grants 

Our main task is to provide financial support for projects that harmonise with our aims. The source of these finances are either gifts to Nadace or revenue form Nadace´s assets. When distributing grants, Nadace is governed by the Foundations Act no. 227/1997 Col. 210/2002 and by the Grant Rules for distribution of revenue from assets (see the enclosure) that are part of Nadace´ Statutes. 

During the year 2003 Nadace provided grants gained from Foundations Investment Fund (NIF) resources from 2002 and the gifts received in 2003.

Open Grant Programme

Nadace, as the only Czech animal protection organisation, was successful in applying for funds from NIF issued by National Property Fund. Nadace obtained the first part of the funds in April 2002 and the remaining amount of 3 660 000 CZK in April 2003. As in the previous year, 15% is utilised for Grant Programme, 85% invested and interest received from that can be passed on as Nadace´ grants. 

In April 2003 the first round of Open Grant Programme was issued, called

Education in Animal Welfare.  The objectives of this programme were aimed predominantly at Elementary Schools. Grant Programme was divided into four separate sub programmes:

1. Introduction of humane education in animal welfare to Elementary Schools.

The projects will be: Preparation of humane education programme and training of trainers team who in turn will be educating teachers of ES and students of Teacher Training Colleges interested in animal welfare; production of a manual for teachers and educational aids for pupils. 

2. Literature for children on the theme ´Get to know and protect animals. ´

It should enlarge the choice of high-quality literature on given themes for children, students and public, translated literature inclusive.

3. National Competition ´How do the dogs live in town´  - here the aim is to foster a caring relationship in children towards dogs on the basis of the recognition of their needs and observation of their behaviour. 
4. Creating of animal welfare information and education centre.  The aim is to provide professional information on animal welfare and adjacent themes. 
Altogether we have received 14 project applications out of which we have selected and supported five with the total amount of 1 746 310 CZK (see the diagram no. 1) even though the total amount requested by the applicants was over 3 000 000 Kč.    

Diagram no. 1 Structure of financial sources for the Grant Programme

	15 % from NIF sources from 2002   
	1 636 000 Kč

	Revenue received from NIF grant in 2002  (80 %)
	     95 616 Kč

	Other gifts
	     14 694 Kč

	Total
	1 746 310 Kč


Diagram no. 2 Survey of supported projects

	
	Sub programme no.
	Organisation
	Title
	Amount in CZK

	
	1.
	SSEV Pavučina

Senovážné nám. 24

Praha 1
	Education and humane education in animal welfare 
	1 236 700

	Aim
	To include humane education into the syllabus of Elementary Schools by accredited educational seminars for the teachers led by a team of qualified trainers

and to publish methodical manual for teachers and educational aids for pupils

	
	2.


	Svoboda zvířat

Koterovská 84

Plzen 
	Tierschutz – animal

protection book 


	  150 000

	Aim


	Publication of German book Tierschutz in Czech language - providing information for practical animal welfare

	
	2.


	League for Animal Protection Liberec

Vitězná 19

Liberec
	Education towards responsible relationship to animals – publication of educational materials for teachers and students of Elementary Schools
	48 210



	Aim
	Promote responsible ownership and relationship to animals, so that even the very young children can relate to it and for future generations responsible relationship towards animals becomes a matter of course for all. 



	
	3.
	The City of Děčín

City Animal Shelter

Pod Chlumem 408

Děčín
	Friend Dog
	55 000

	Aim
	To foster positive behaviour of the public and children towards dogs. Promote awareness of what it means to have and properly care for a dog and understand natural behaviour of dogs and cats. The participants will be able by literary or other creative form to express their relationship to dogs.

	
	4.


	PRO-BIO LEAGUE

Truhlářská 20

Praha 1
	Information and Advisory Centre on ecological farming, animal welfare and ecological and healthy lifestyle
	256 400

	Aim
	Promote ecological agriculture, animal protection and welfare with emphasis on welfare of farm animal and animals in the wild.


Agreements were signed with all the selected parties in November and December 2003 following which the grants were dispensed to the above named organisations. On the basis of Agreements Nadace will carefully monitor the progress of supported projects.

In accordance with the Rules for dispensing revenue from NIF, 20 % (23 904 Kč) was utilised for the management of Nadace´ assets and the running of Nadace.

Nadace na ochranu zvířat very much appreciates the trust and support shown by the Czech state and will continue to work for better animal welfare and protection of animals. Our endeavour is to manage the entrusted funds as best as is possible to safeguard high revenue. The total amount of revenue was influenced by share markets, changes in interest rates, development on financial markets and the development of European economy in relationship to US economy, inflation and other macro economic indicators. The marked low performance of shares was decisive towards the end of 2003 for the total revenue received from the portfolio. 

Others 

During 2003, as every year, many organizations or individuals have applied for financial support for their projects not fitting in well with open grant programme aims. We have provided grants to five applicants in the total of 97 216 CZK. The grants were utilised in accordance with the conditions stated in agreements.

Survey of supported projects:

ICN, o.p.s, Malé nám. 12, Praha 1

Support for Grantis, magazine for NGOs



 5 000 CZK

Arnika – Co-ordination Centre, Chlumova 17, Praha 3

Purchase of aviary for the project Owls in Schools


52 216 CZK


Union of Animal Friends, o.s. Varšavská 36/717, Praha 2

Printing of 2004 calendar. The revenue will be used to purchase 

vitamins for horses in Czech shelters




10 000 CZK

Šimona Drábková, Dukelských hrdinů 15, Praha 7

Purchase of prizes for the competition ´Dance with dog´

 5 000 CZK

In 2003 we dispensed further finances to support projects as per 

Agreements concluded in 2002.

Shelter of St. Francis of Assisi

Sterilization of feral cats in a given locality



10 000 CZK

Freedom of Animals, o.s.

Report on laboratory animals in the Czech Republic

50 000 CZK

IRIS, o.p.s.

Educational programmes for Elementary Schools

´Otter’s path´ and ´Moose´ Moors´




70 000 CZK

ZO CSOP Jinonice

Construction of runs for animals




20 000 CZK

Total Nadace´s other grants dispensed


           222 216 CZK

Public Appeal ´Living Here Together´

Public Appeal issued 2 September 2002 to help shelters and wild life stations affected by the floods in August was stopped by 31 March 2003, but not annulled. Last financial support of 25 000 CZK was given to Sulimo, wild life station for owls and birds of pray in Hluboká nad Vlatvou.

Nadace applied to the administration of City of Prague to enlarge the scope of the Appeal and it was granted under the auspices of the Mayor of the City of Prague, MUDr. Pavel Bém. The new purpose of the Appeal is to create a Disaster Fund for any future disaster relief to animal shelters and wild life stations as well as to utilise the funds for education and support of animal welfare organisations with the aim to harmonize relationships man-animal-environment.  

On the 4 October – The World Animal Day, the students from two befriended schools Ekogymnasium and Gymnasium Budanka helped us to raise 19 150 CZK for the new Public Appeal Fund - by selling Nadace´s postcards in Prague´s streets. We have also obtained permission to place collection boxes in the whole region of the Czech Republic. On the 14 December  the first collection box which is very attractively designed was placed in a shopping centre at Cerný most in Prague. At the same time we have organised a beneficial pop concert with two Czech singers and a magician. 16 December was placed another collection box in toy shop SPARKY´s in Prague´s centre.

By the end of 2003 we managed to increase the new Fund by only 21 250 CZK. Unfortunately as we  lacked human and financial resources we were unable to make the appeal as publicly known as we would have liked.. We trust that in 2004 we will be able organise a campaign to enhance the trust of the public in our organisation and the work we do and that so much needed money will flow in. 

Main activities of Nadace na ochranu zvířat

· Information Service

In Prague 1, Truhlářská street 20 a new Information Centre on organic farming, animal welfare and sustainable and healthy lifestyle was opened in August 2003. This important activity is run by PRO-BIO League, a branch of the Union of Ecological Farmers. Nadace supported this project by a donation and became a partner in the Infocentre. We have provided Nadace´s books and leaflets on animal welfare as well as literature from other animal welfare organisations for the reading section at the Centre and we make sure that the literature is regularly updated. On Tuesday and Wednesday from 11 to 15.30 an employee from Nadace works at Infocentre.

By the end of the year the Centre answered 330 questions. We also provide information on telephone number +420 222 325 424 and e-mail address infocentrum@albiostyl.cz. We have also made plans for talks and lectures or video presentations in the lecture hall of PRO-BIO League. Once a month there will be a regular Dogs Advisory Hour. It will be run together with experienced professionals in order to provide practical advice for the public to help to solve real problems in the cities where people and dogs live side by side.

The Internet remains an important information tool. Our website was regularly updated and news was e-mailed to those  who registered on our mailing list. We plan to improve our English version as well as change the structure of our web pages for easier browsing. Our information services at Nadace office are also functional; every week we answer 15-20 inquiries by phone, mail or post. 

· Educational activities 

In co-operation with Freedom of Animals (Svoboda zviřat) and Society for Animals (Společnost pro zvířata) we have presented our work during the International Day for Laboratory Animals on the 24 April at Old Town Square in Prague. We took the opportunity to publicise our activities there as well as during other activities organised for the public as well as professionals as for instance at the international agricultural exhibition Pragaagro, and at the annual Animal Welfare Conference at Veterinary and Pharmaceutical University in Brno organised by the state Central Commission for Animal Protection.

· Legislation

Last year was marked by urgent legislative input as a result of preparatory steps for the entry into the European Union. Legislation pertaining to animal welfare also underwent important changes. The whole process of alignment of our legislation to EU was rushed by the state institutions and legislative powers due to the deadline. As a result the consistency was sometimes lacking, so new amendments or improved new laws which will be more enforceable will have to follow. 

Nadace was also actively involved in the lengthy amendment of the Animal Protection Act 246/1992. After we submitted our comments at ministerial level - some of them were accepted – we continued to lobby both chambers of Parliament for changes that we considered important. Our comments centred on inclusion of obligatory education for all who in some way work with or for animals, be it in commerce or in active animal protection, i.e. in all the cases where it is not required by other forms of legislation. Another important achievment was to push through changes enabling quicker and more efficient resolution of cruelty cases in order to shorten the suffering of animals to a minimum and to ensure proper prosecution of the guilty party. 

Even though we did not achieve complete success, we did contribute to the improvement of animal welfare legislation in the above stated spheres. We were also assured that in the short term new changes of the Act are planned or possibly a complete redrafting of the Act. We are ready to take part in  these proceses.

During the last two years Nadace also followed the legislative problems connected with co-existence of people and their pets (dogs and cats) in the cities.. At the meetings and discussions with officials we stressed the importance of educating pet owners about responsible ownership rather then concentrating only on issuing rules, regulations and restrictions which are difficult to implement. We believe that local authorities do not pay enough attention to the preventative measures, even though the appropriate legislation enables them to do so. For instance issuing of local by laws for free movement of the dogs, establishing animal registers, setting reasonable amounts to be paid for dog ownership, support neutering of stray animals, mostly cats. 

Because of our entry into the EU our interest was also turned to the European constitution. In co-operation with the international organisations from other EU member states and with the support from the Czech public, we approached our Prime Minister Vladimír Spidla with the request to support the inclusion of specific article on animal welfare in the EU constitution. We were officially assured that the Czech government would support it. 

· Co-operation 

We consider co-operation with other animal welfare NGOs and state institutions at home as well as abroad to be a crucial matter for fulfilling of our mission.

· National Co-operation 

· In February 2003 Nadace became a member of the association of Czech foundations Donors´ Forum and so is bound to uphold ethical codex of foundations and at the same time acquired many important partners. 

· We regard animal welfare as inseparable from responsible attitude to the environment and we have taken the opportunity to join the platform run by Green Circle whose members are environmental NGOs. Thus our interests merge with wider interests for the protection of the environment and sustainable development. We appreciate the advantages provided by e-mail conferencing for communication of data.

· One of our priorities is farm animals welfare. We believe that the most animal friendly systems of rearing of animals kept for food production is provided by ecological (organic) farming. Last year within the EU framework document the Ministry of Agriculture was drafting a plan for development of ecological agriculture (organic farming) up to 2010 in the Czech Republic. Representative of Nadace was invited to participate at the planning and realisation of this project. We can thus actively participate in this state supported development, (and we trust it will not remain just a theory), and promote the real needs of farm animals. At the same time we have opened a useful dialog with other partners in this sphere, namely with the Ecological Farmers Union PRO-BIO.

· We continue our co-operation with other national NGOs active in animal protection and welfare such as Freedom of Animals (Svoboda zvířat) and  Society for Animals (Společnost pro zvířata), Prague Union of Animal Protectors (Pražský spolek ochránců zvířat) and League for Animal Protection (Liga na ochranu zvířat) and the work is very stimulating as well as beneficial. We are striving to make other contacts and create conditions for purposeful sharing of information and experiences. Here our endeavours are sometimes undermined by –issues such as, lack of time, finances and occasionally unfortunately lack of professionalism. We shall continue to do our best to gradually overcome these problems. 

· Positive co-operation with the Central Commission for Animal Protection has already been well established for a long period and we regularly communicate with State Veterinary Services at all levels. We would like to see that here the problems in animal welfare and protection are being more prioritised and to make prosecution of individual cases guilty of breaching the animal welfare law easier. This requires clearly formulated support from the state executive and legislative bodies. 

· International Co-operation

· Nadace is a member organisation of WSPA – World Society for the Protection of Animals – since 1994. WSPA has 445 member organisations in 109 countries and is an advisory body to the United Nations and an observer in the Council of Europe. Our organisation participated during 2002 - 2003 at two of WSPA´s global campaigns. We issued a petition against the cruel treatment of bears in Japanese Parks and a petition fighting to end experiments on chimpanzees in Netherlands. Both petitions met with great interest and response from the public. 
11 734 signatures of Czech citizens helped to save several chimpanzees from being  injected with hepatitis and helped to promote discussions to stop all experiments on apes. 11 670 signatures supported the closure of the worst of Japanese bear parks and promise of improvements for others. Thanks to financial support from WSPA we have published a brochure ´Cat Care and Control´ in Czech language available to all who work on the solving of the problem of feral cats.
· Since 1996 Nadace has been a member organisation of RSPCA – Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. RSPCA is amongst the oldest and largest animal welfare organisations in the world and it co-operates on all our educational activities and provides us with important educational materials.
· For several years Nadace is regularly participating at the Plenary Sessions of Eurogroup for Animal Welfare in Brussels. Eurogroup is a coalition of the most important animal welfare organisations from EU member states and promotes animal welfare through legislation. At a November Plenary Session last year our organisation was accepted into Eurogroup as an observer. Our involvement in the legislative sphere last year was strong and after the accession to the EU we will fully integrate in all that is happening in animal welfare in the highest European institutions, mainly in the campaign framework to end long transport of live animals, EU policy on Chemicals safety, where a danger of using millions of additional laboratory animals for toxicity testing exists, new Directives establishing standards for keeping of some animals kept for agricultural purpose.
· Co-operation with the media

The problems of animal welfare attract the interest of various media. Unfortunately this interest is not always positive and therefore we provide the journalists with actual, verified information and at the same time we offer them co-operation on regular basis, so that we can inform and explain given themes into greater depths and within the context. 

During 2003 we continued to work with Czech Radio 2 and they utilised our press releases and news. They also advertised Nadace and all our activities. We have also accepted invitation to participate at the regular live programme ´Coffee time at five´. Czech Radio 2 also supported our Public Appeal on 14 December (see Public Appeal).

Co-operation with the TV programme ´Do you want me?´ also continued. Again we have introduced several themes on the TV, for instance experiments on chimpanzees in Netherlands, cruel treatment of bears in Japanese Parks, inclusion of animal welfare into European Constitution, cruelty of bullfighting.

Continuously we sent press releases to the press informing them on events in animal welfare at home and abroad. 

People at Nadace

Executive Council

Marcela Lund – President and the Chairman of the Executive Council

Doc. MVDr. Vladimír Večerek, CSc.

Doc. Ing. Ivan Majzlík, CSc.

Honorary members 

Marta Kubišová -singer and actress




Jiří Sebánek -script editor of TV programme ‘Do you want me?’ 

Supervisory Council

JUDr. Irena Perlíková

Petr Kysučan 

Ludmila Svatková

Office staff

Romana Šonková, dipl.ing. – Director

Edita Pavlasová, dipl. ing. – secretary

Mgr. Pavla Dorničová – head of information service

Mgr. Veronika Kinasová – head of humane education, grants

Petronila Rudyšová – financial advisor

Olga Carrington – UK representative 

Contacts

Nadace na ochranu zvířat

Antala Staška 30

140 00 Praha 4

tel. +420 222 135 460

fax +420 222 135 461

e-mail: nadace@ochranazvirat.cz
www.ochranazvirat.cz
Bank accounts: 

576843633/0300 – Current Account
576843713/ 300 – Public Appeal

Special thanks

Special thanks go to CORE Computer s.r.o. and its employees for regular and important financial and other support, without which Nadace could not carry on its work. Also a big thank you to Ms Marta Kubišová for her all round help and support.

We are very grateful to those who have decided to leave a legacy to our Foundation and we would like to express our thanks to Mrs Ivanka Průchová and Mrs Blažena Nováková.  Gratefully and respectfully we remember Mr Vladimír Jeřábek and Mrs Helena Cenknerová.

We would like express out thanks to all who help us in any way to carry on with our mission.

They are: 

Our donors

Mrs Marie Vlášková

Mr and Mrs Benadie

Mr MUDr. Jan Rakušan

Mrs Věra Modlitbová

Mrs Eva Zyková

Mr Jan Sebastian

Mrs Zorka Martinková

And all 530 of our registered doners

Our partners

WSPA

RSPCA

Eurogroup for Animal Welfare

Freedom of Animals (Svoboda zvířat)

Society for Animals (Společnost pro zvířata)

PRO-BIO

PRO-BIO League

Green Circle (Zelený kruh)

Prague Union of Animals´ Protectors (Pražský spolek ochránců zvířat)

Collaborators

RNDr. Ivana Suranová

Petr Šulc

Václav Richard Židek

MVDr. Jiří Dousek, PhD.

Ing. Helena Dlabalová

Ing. Ivona Svobodová

MVDr. Jiří Kruml

Vladimíra Tichá

Mr and Mrs Lichtenstein

Ing. Josef Duben

Ing. Zuzana Drhová

Supporters who provided us with material help

Vladimír Resl

Ing. Miroslav Bašus and Grafotechna

Ivo Hájíček, Ing. Jiří Žídek and CPC Digital Studio

Media

Czech Radio 2

Creative team of TV programme ´Do You Want Me?´

Auditors report

AUDITORS A&CE HK spol. s r.o.

Auditors report
On the adherence to the Agreement 00068-2002-211-S-N-24

concluded between National Property Fund and Nadace na ochranu zvířat

We have inspected Nadace na ochranu zvířat ICO 61387878, at Antala Staška 30, Praha 4, with the reference to the above Agreement for the year 2002.

We confirm that according to the Agreement Nadace na ochranu zvířat obtained the sum of 

10 908 000 Kč, out of which 85% is designated for the increase of Nadace’s assets and 15% for the realisation of the Nadace’s programme during the next two years.

According to our opinion the Accounts of Nadace na ochranu zvířat by 31st of December 2002 agree with the requirements of the Agreement. We proclaim that the activities of Nadace have been carried out in accordance with its Statutes and policies and the Article IV, paragraphs 3-5 of the Statutes was adhered to. Nadace also took the right steps in handling the state grant to increase its assets. 

Trutnov 25th May 2003

For A&C Auditors HK s.r.o. 

Ing. František Kořínek

Auditor

AUDITORS A&C HK spol. s r.o.

Auditors report

For the Executive Council and the founding members

We have inspected the Accounts, i.e. Balance sheet, Income and Expenditure and other accounting data for the year ended 31st December 2002.

Nadace na ochranu zvířat, ICO 61387878

Antala Staška 30, 140 00 Praha 4

The Director of Nadace, as per the Statutes, is responsible for the correctness and transparency of the Accounts and accounting system.

The Audit was carried out according to the Auditors Act of the Czech Republic and the Directives of the Chamber of Auditors. The Directives require the planning and executing of the Audit in such a way as to provide the Auditor with the knowledge that there are no discrepancies in the accounting and the documentation provided. The Audit also included ad hoc verification of the correctness of accounting data and information provided. We are convinced that the Audit provides us with the sufficient basis for the following report.

During the inspection we did not find any circumstances which would suggest that the accounts are insufficient or incorrect in their entire context. 

According to our opinion, the Accounts of Nadace na ochranu zvířat truly represent assets, liabilities and income and expenditure for the year ended 31st December 2002 and the Accounts are being held and executed in accordance with the Accounting Act 563/91. We also confirm that the activities of Nadace were carried out according to its Statutes and the proceedings followed the Article IV, § 3-5 of the Statutes. Nadace also took the right steps in handling the state grant to increase its assets. 

Trutnov 15th March 2003

For A&C Auditors HK, s.r.o.

Ing. František Kořínek

Auditor of CR, Accreditation no. 269

Director’s Review

When I decided  to join Nadace na ochranu zvířat at the end of 2001 I soon realised that my dream to work for animal protection and welfare on professional basis had become a reality. I was given a chance to engage fully in the activities directed towards benefit for animals in the framework of a movement, which in our country was shedding the image of sentimental radicals with whom the so called professionals were refusing to have any serious discussion. The work enthused me but at the same time absorbed me and only thanks to my work and life experiences was I able to come to terms with the many forms of cruelty which mankind inflicts on animals.. At Nadace we receive news about animals from all over the world, and, the happy stories are very rare. 

In March 2003 Executive Council entrusted me with Directorship of Nadace. I feel the weight of the responsibility as well as doubts, because our organisation serves those who cannot say how best we can help them. However, I will always try my best to deserve the trust given to me and I will work to the best of my abilities on behalf of creatures, who are so much in need of real care and protection.

My sincere thanks go to the Executive Council and Supervisory Council for their support and co-operation and also to the small, but united team of employees at Nadace. Only amidst the friendly environment of this team can we start a new phase of the development of our organisation and to fulfil our mission. The financial results for the year 2003 do not look encouraging at a first glance, but the loss is due to the fact that we provided finances from NIF according to our Grant Programme accumulated for two years. If we take this into account and balance the loss in 2003 with the profit in 2002 we can say that the financial situation of Nadace is well balanced within the last few years as is also evident from the Auditor’s Report. 

And finally, I would like to wish our organisation much success, which does not mean the fulfilment of any personal ambitions, but at least further small steps towards the improvement of relationship between human and nonhuman beings. 

Romana Šonková (signature)

